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Reaction to the Topic “How Children Learn New Words”
Children have remarkable abilities to learn new words on their own. Many adults tend to overlook children's potential and abilities while learning. It is interesting to understand how children learn new words and yet they do not have language like the adults do. For adults, learning a new language or word will depend on the previously acquired language. This enables them to learn new pronunciations, grammar and vocabulary as well as how to use the new language. However, for children, this is different, and one may wonder how they do it because despite that they do not have a language, they can learn new words as they age. This essay is a reaction to the lesson topic, "how children learn new words," that we have learned in class.
Children’s ability to acquire new words is not only surprising but also fascinating to the adults. Unlike the adults, who already acquired a language, children do not have any language. Miller and Gildea (1987) try to answer what appears to be a mystery to many through examining how children acquire new words. In their study, Miller and Gildea discuss the infants’ tendency to “overextend” meaning as they acquire new words. According to the authors, anyone who listens to a child who is just learning new words must notice the child’s limited command of the language because unlike the adults they do not have a language. However, this is what many people tend to overlook. Miller and Gildea (1987) believe that the ability of the child to learn vocabulary is an enormous exercise that should not be overlooked. People are happy when their children start to talk. As time goes, they acquire new words and form a language in which they become fluent in. However, as Miller and Gildea state, very little attention is given to how they actually do it. 
Averagely, children are estimated to learn about 5,000 new words annually (Miller & Gildea, 1987). Further, despite that no one teaches them, children able to learn up to 13 words every day (Miller & Gildea, 1987).  A study by the University of Missouri-Columbia shows that children learn new words differently as they age. In their study, they note that a child can learn an average of two to five new words a day (University of Missouri-Columbia, 2014). Further, the research found that children’s abilities to accurately recognize the meaning of a new word increases between 18 and 30 months of age. By the time they reach 24 months, children are able to accurately guess the meaning of the new words they come across (University of Missouri-Columbia, 2014). 
However, one may wonder how they do this. Miller and Gildea (1987) explain that for children to learn a new word, they must associate its sound with its meaning. According to them, the child's ability to learn a new word depends on their ability to master the mechanics of uttering and recognizing a word as well as understand the concept that it expresses. According to Miller and Gildea (1987), children learn new words in two stages; "one rapid and the other much slower" (p. 645). Further, the authors note that children are quick to identify the new words and to assign them to "broad semantic categories" (p. 645). On their commentary to Paul Bloom's text "How Children Learn the Meanings of Words," Louwerse and Ventura (2005) also explain that children learn the meaning of a word through a set of general cognitive abilities. For example, their ability to infer intentions, perceive the world in terms of objects and events as well as their ability to understand the syntactic structure.
Also, Miller and Gildea (1987) further explain that children learn new words by reading them in the context. According to the authors, this approach may be effective to their learning new words, but it is not efficient. Similarly, Louwerse and Ventura (2005) also assert that children learn words solely through understanding their relation in context. Other scholars also agree with this point that children learn words best when they are used in a context that they effectively understand. Parker (2015) argues that children learn can learn words best when they are used in a context that is coherent and distinct to them. According to Parker (2015), the context is important to understand why certain words are easier for children to learn than others. 
Based on the new Stanford research study on predicting the birth of spoken words, Parker cites that children can learn new words when it is used in a distinctive context to enable him or her to decode what the speaker is trying to say effectively (Parker, 2015). Miller and Gildea (1987) explain that even though learning through the context may be effective, but it is inefficient because certain contexts are uninformative and others are misleading. For example, when the word used expresses the unfamiliar concept, the child can end up getting the wrong meaning. Therefore, Miller and Gildea (1987) suggest that for the reading to have a significant effect on the vocabulary on the child, “a great deal of the reading must be done” (p. 646). 
Children are able to learn words better when they interact with people. According to Miller and Gildea (1987), it is difficult for children to learn more words through interaction with another person than when they read it in a text. According to the authors, it is possible for children to ask the speaker what they don’t understand or the words they are unfamiliar with, in which they can get the right context of the word and how it is correctly used. Furthermore, Miller and Gildea (1987) explain that most of the conversations are aided by visual information that supplements the linguistic information for the child to understand the word better.  
Bainbridge (2018) explains the basic stages that highlight how a child learns a new language. According to Bainbridge (2018), when children are born, they have the abilities to hear and make sounds in all the languages. In this stage, the child is able to learn which phonemes that belong to the language they are learning. While explaining how children learn new words, Bainbridge (2018) explains that when adults speak, the child may not be able to interpret it well because all they hear is a stream of sounds. However, for them to make sense and understand the sounds, the child must understand the word boundary. This is where the child is able to understand and recognize where one word starts and where another one ends. 
Given the difficulties that children encounter while learning new words in a context, Miller and Gildea (1987) suggest that teachers should help them gain competency when they are learning new words from context. It is impossible to teach children all the words they need to know, but this does not mean that they should be left alone to learn on their own. Miller and Gildea (1987) explain that perhaps the teachers need to help them through the learning process. In this case, the authors mean that instead of teaching them everything, which is not only difficult but impossible due to the time limit, the teachers can help them learn how to work out the contextual learning themselves. One way to realize that is through teaching them how to use a dictionary. Children in fourth grade and above have the capabilities to learn dictionary skills where they can learn the spelling, alphabetizing, pronunciation, parts of speech and new morphology as well as etymology that can help them understand the meaning of new words they come across as they read texts or converse with other people (Miller & Gildea, 1987).
In conclusion, despite that children do not have a language like adults to help them recognize the meaning of a new word, but they have abilities that enable them to learn new words. This essay has highlighted how children learn new words; for instance, through the context in which the word is used and the sounds that are associated with the meaning of the words. All these approaches require guidance from the teacher who can assist to effectively and efficiently recognize and understand the meaning of the new word they see. Teachers should help children how to be dependent by learning how to use the dictionary to learn new words.
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